 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Comments on the Draft Butte Creek Floodplain Management Plan (FMP)

February 23, 2005

Submitted by Michael Smith, Director

Friends of Butte Creek

Butte Creek Watershed Advisory Committee Member

William Johnson,

Butte Creek Watershed Conservancy

Mr. Johnson,

Thank you for providing hard copies of the Draft Floodplain Management Plan, prepared by Wood Rodgers for the Butte Creek Watershed Conservancy and Butte County.  This made it much easier to read and provide substantive comments.  It would have been impossible for me to download such an enormous document at home and this made the process of providing comments much easier.

I attended the first Town Hall meeting in April 2003.  I signed in at that meeting but was never contacted or informed of any meetings to establish the goals and objectives of the FMP.  This despite the fact that I am a member of the Watershed Advisory Committee.

I find it unacceptable that the draft FMP does not even consider the section of Butte Creek upstream of the Honey Run Covered Bridge.  During the 1997 flooding, there was significant property damage, the loss of several bridges, and several new section of rip-rap installed to protect homes affected by serious bank erosion.  This rip-rap resulted in the decimation of more critical fish habitat.  As far as I know the same emergency regulation exist today as in 1997 and so the only emergency flood protection authorized , i.e. rip-rap, would further decimate critical fish habitat.   The FMP was supposed to enhance fish and wildlife habitat but it would seem that this important omission is destined to further destroy fish habitat.  The upper section of the canyon also happens to be the most important habitat for the endangered spring run salmon and steelhead and not being looked at as the most important section in this plan, which is funded by CALFED (restoration money), is inappropriate to say the least.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Michael Smith, Director

Friends of Butte Creek

Watershed Advisory Committee Member 

